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Hello Friends
Here are some of the items we discussed at the FSMAG Committee meeting in late March.

Monthly Zoom Talk
The April Zoom talk will be given by Dan Hicks Wednesday 28th April 7.30 - 8.30pm
Dan Hicks FSA is a British archaeologist and anthropologist and has recently published a book
called ‘Brutish Museums’. He is Professor of Contemporary Archaeology at the University of
Oxford, Curator at the Pitt Rivers Museum, and a Fellow of St. Cross College, Oxford.
Linda Kasmaty will send out the Zoom link on the day before the talk.
The May talk will be given by Katie Ackrill, Swindon Borough Councils’ Art on Tour Project
Engagement Officer. She will talk about a selection of Women Artists. 26th May 7.30-8.30pm
Many thanks to Simon Carter for his February talk, relating how his paintings evolve from the
countryside and coast surrounding his home and studio.

Art UK Friends’ Exhibition
David Hughes, Vice Chair of FSMAG, has selected paintings from the Swindon Collection for an
uplifting exhibition ‘Optimism: Spring to Summer’ on the Art UK website.
‘After the restrictions of Winter and lockdown, the choice of artwork for this exhibition is driven by
the optimism of the arrival of Spring. The slow reduction of restrictions allows us to look forward to
enjoying the changes that Spring brings, followed by the arrival of Summer.
The artwork reflects these changes with the soft greens of Spring, early flowers, and wide skies. This
is followed by the warm days of Summer, brighter colours, the casual enjoyment of the warmth,
meeting in groups and travel for holidays. Further lifting of restriction leads to the playing of sports
and the warmer colours of the harvest season.
Our optimism is finally met with the return of crowds, large groups of people at concerts, fairs, and
social events.’
https://artuk.org/discover/curations/optimism-spring-to-summer-selected-by-the-friends-ofswindon-museum-and-art-gallery
If this link doesn’t work try https://artuk.org/discover/curations
then type Optimism into the Search Curations box
Many thanks to David Hughes for the selection and Tracy White, Marketing Manager of SMAG.

Gift Aid
Thanks to all Friends who have returned the Gift Aid forms. There has been a good response.
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Friends’ Survey
Many thanks to the 111 Friends who have responded to the Friends’ Survey so far.
Invaluable information has been gathered and collated and the anonymous results will be sent
out to Friends, then Swindon Borough Council Officers and then they will be posted on the
FSMAG web site and blog. Thanks to Brigid Harkness, FSMAG Treasurer, for arranging the
survey, sending it out and collating the results.

Friends’ Website
We can see from the Survey responses, that we need to rethink aspects of the website from
content to accessibility and ‘search engine optimisation’. Meanwhile you can still click on
http://www.friendsofsmag.org to find details of talks, newsletters, news, videos of talks, a link

to the blog and you can also make a donation to FSMAG.

Liaison with Swindon Borough Council
Linda Kasmaty, Chair of FSMAG, had a very positive Zoom meeting with John Wood, the recently
appointed Collections and Engagement Officer for Steam, Lydiard House and Swindon Museum
and Art Gallery. The encouraging responses we received from the Friends’ Survey regarding
acquisition and restoration of items for the Museum and Art Gallery will help a great deal in
future discussions with the Council.

Photography exhibition
Three committee members chose the FSMAG winner of the Photography Open Exhibition held at
Swindon Museum and Art Gallery from 17th March 2020. The winner, who will receive a prize of
£100, will be announced in the near future.

Kimmerfields Cultural Quarter in the news again
A recent press release from
Swindon Borough Council
shows an illustration of the
proposed Art Pavilion,
which will provide a
permanent home for the
Swindon Art and Ceramics
Collections.
It is proposed that the
Museum Collection will be
housed in the existing Old
Town Hall next to the
Library.
See the full press release in
the email from Linda Kasmaty
19 March 2021
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Swindon A-Z
Thanks to Angela Atkinson and Linda Kasmaty who have completed the A-Zs of Swindon People.
If anyone would like to help compile the A-Z of Swindon Businesses please get in touch with
Angela on aaedits56@gmail.com.

Spreading the Word
Don’t forget the Friends page on the ‘We Are Swindon’ website and our Instagram account.
https://weareswindon.co.uk/swindons-charity-hub/friends-of-swindon-museum-and-art-gallery/

Art on Tour
Katie Ackrill, Art on Tour Project Engagement Officer and Mags Parker, Learning Officer, have
been very busy finding ways to make Swindon’s art collection accessible during the closure.
Here is the latest news:
Meet the Artists in Residence, Rose Russell and James Keel.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zlrrh5ByTHg
Art Snaps
The latest Art Snap Episode 32, Women’s History Month, shines a spotlight on three
groundbreaking women artists from Swindon Museum and Art Gallery's collection, exploring
pieces by Gwen John, Helen Lessore and Eileen Cooper.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=axJGGhte34A
Virtual Exhibitions
If you’re missing the Gallery, there are hundreds of artworks from the Collection in curated
exhibitions on the Art on Tour website https://artontour489147035.wordpress.com/explorethe-collection/ and on the Art UK website.
Exhibition at STEAM Museum

https://artuk.org/discover/curations/a-picture-of-health

The Art on Tour Learning Programme
https://artontour489147035.wordpress.com/schools-programme/
How to Support Art on Tour
You can follow Swindon Museum and Art Gallery’s YouTube Channel and Art on Tour on
Instagram, Twitter and Facebook to be the first to know when new videos are released!
If you haven’t yet followed the Art on Tour project, we would be really grateful for your support!
Click on the links to find out more
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwLHgHbvoC0OF8zDXyv-EPQ
https://artontour489147035.wordpress.com/
Katie Ackrill has recently resigned from the committee of the Friends of Swindon Museum and
Art Gallery and we thank her very much for her work for the committee.
She continues as a Friend and in her professional role with Swindon Borough Council.
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